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Aim of this Document

The IUCN Species Survival Commission Species Monitoring Specialist Group aims to enhance
biodiversity conservation by improving the availability and use of data on species populations, their
habitats and threats. One of our objective sis to provide guidelines and tools for practitioners.

This document provides a bibliography of key materials of use to anyone setting up and implementing
a biodiversity monitoring programme, from conservation project managers to businesses measuring
their sustainability. The focus is on practical guidelines and tools around the main methods used for
monitoring, and scientific reviews focused on material that provides additional case studies of the
tools in use and helps understand their applications and uses, advantages and limitations. Key
overviews, that may be good starting points for each topic, are highlighted in bold throughout.

Further guidelines and tools will be made available on the specialist group’s website by the end of
2025.
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1. Biodiversity Monitoring Design
Guidelines and tools to help design a monitoring programme. Key overviews highlighted in bold.
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2. Observer-based Monitoring - Guidelines, Manuals, Protocols and Key
Papers

The references listed here cover a range of methods and taxa and ecosystems. Taxa-specific guidelines are
presented in section 3. Key overviews highlighted in bold.
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3. Monitoring Guidelines and Manuals for Different Taxa (with a focus on
observer-based methods)

Key overviews highlighted in bold.
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